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Research progress on conversion of fibroblasts into motor neurons
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[ Abstract]  There is currently no effective treatment for some motor neuron diseases, such as spinal muscular
atrophy and amyotrophic lateral sclerosis. With the development of induced pluripotent stem cells and cell reprogramming
technology, it is possible to induce the production of motor neurons from a patient’ s somatic cells in vitro for autologous
transplantation. The differentiated motor neurons can also be used as cell models for studying disease mechanisms and for
drug screening. Many researchers are now focusing on the differentiation of motor neurons from fibroblasts in vitro; here,
we summarize three different methods for this, namely, differentiation through induced pluripotent stem cells, neural stem
cells, and direct conversion.
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AR WLZE S AE (spinal muscular atrophy , SMA ) i, =5 RIZESE T s AT, B R BT,
AL Z= 45 P M) &R il /b FE ( amyotrophic lateral XF I i G A IR Y s, 4l AR I S 2 A T
sclerosis, ALS) %5 /& — 2R B LA 1) DL 32 3l #f 48 e FEM R T B, B A A S EAUHE MNs  fP g T4
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stem cells, ESCs) %%, Qna] 76 4K S 345 K b3 4
U ) A8 ) O

1998 4F 11 A, Bl & Rgmdb e 2 g
T B R RE N ESCs , i) 1) FHEAS 21 40 20 iy
RS E LB A, EAEX) ESCs BIWF 5 b &
WA BB AR AR AR TE e PE HE TR | )
A IR AEAEAS B 2 G 1 AR KR B BRI 1 i
2006 4F H AR H K 2% Yamanaka %6 A 20K 4 43
(OCT4,S0X2, C-MYC ,KLFA4) 5 A /N R G 27
41 MY ( mouse embryonic fibroblasts, MEFs) N, ¥ 1k
HRPEASFITNREERFI ESCs RAHLAY Z 5 S T4
Jifd (induced pluripotent stem cells,iPSCs) , FFA1 T 4H
JH B 2 P R R R A, IR AR R IR T A B 2
BRI R AR, GE ke e S HE R . RS BT 9F
TRERZ AN )R 0 Ak 1% 40 7 8 45 1 R i i o
iPSCs, B2 4275 B ML A ML, a0 MNs, A< ST A4k
AR 3] MNs 5T 07 A #EA T IR AN AL 4h

EZ LI ORIl DS E S R NOA N o o 1 [T i |
DRI i AR B N DR (E S e g 2
WLy TR, R SE i 2 , ARSCIRIT AT = F
FH BLEFAE A AR A4S MNs 1973, RIZ: iPSCs Hr ]tk
& HEHALZ NSCs PR

1 RAFHEMIZ iPSCs HiElK ZS5L B MNs

1.1 %ML iPSCs

Y& 4 O AR 2 07 1 AR 40 15 5 iPSCs, 2
FER AN A% B A | 40 B A | 200 4 L) o g R R
HEEgRE, o B g R R A M A
FEE ) 7 sk R BOBE TR SR 5 =, T, SOX2 , OCT4 |
C-MYCH KLF4 , EAT 105 4 i & BE 1k ok 2 Re Pk 1 2
FEA &, AN A A A e A 5 A 400 i 1) SR U
BRI e AR AR RS 3 45 1R S TR R B BT 56,
A SO RN i A A R L R D ) TR R i
PR B2 R TN ] 2 A0 R B R D 2 4 A 1) 2 1
JEHI DNA 256 BSE R AE, S 2B OMNEER M7
255 240 DNA HHAgXE S FEEEARTE] . Yamanaka 45
NPT £ DU R 2 40 R 2 R S v G B A
SR PRI, FH Al PR R 48 SR AS 11— o i J L 2 SR PR
F, o B S IR A R 4 A, (EL A% AR IR RORT & A A
Fe U e R 4 i 1 5 AT P R Ak — R o LR A
FE Yamanaka [FF , ANT5EE AN ANIN, A0 AT 4 41 g
AR C-MYC F KLF4 , 76 5 4 fad 7 rbogk ol R
I KLF4 A (B 23/ NG AL 3005 I SE K e AR it

[d], 2006 4F Yamanaka A5 NP RN 3] iPSCs J5,
H Takahashi 25'®  Brambrink Z5'7) Kim %:'®  Ban
251 Mandal F1 Rossi''®' % AT (1) 22 701 5 4 Pt 55 560
2 I RS A AT i H8 2A Yamanaka K7 E A
[Fi) 2 sy PR S A 30 7 SR i 1 1B EE D B EE
R A B mRNA LR BAR o AT 4 40 i =
JBFT 12 FfL % Ak iPSCs, % AL TRT El 12 d 3] 40 d
NG R ROR T 0.001% ~4. 4% A% E—E
SET E AR A AT

WeAN  F 28/ o379 o il o 8 58 e A
o G PR R T 4 1 e AR, Hh AR 2 Y iPSCs B¢
PR T 2 R85 T 40 Ml ( chemically induced
pluripotent stem cells, ciPSCs) , X $8/]N73 ¥ it 1
b T A B 2 W0 35 A% A AN AR S T L A i
T A AR ML Ok & #E/ERT . Hou %5
NURHI 7 BNy T8 @ AR 3 S -, B
Tyt i MEFs 15 3] iPSCs , # AL R0C%RA 5] 0. 2% A LE
F Yamanaka 5 (546575 (0.01% ~0.1% ) 5L
RPLER T 200 %, X 7 B 5 Hll 2 forskolin
(FSK) 2-H -5 # e (2-Me-SHT) ,D4476  VPA |
CHIR99021 ( CHIR) 616452 FlI tranylcypromine , ij =
Fra] LA OCT4, J5 PUR AT IR 5 OCT4 5 Ji 2 fifd
it AN S AR NI ciPSCs RSP 315 /Y
iid .

1.2 iPSCs ¥t 4 MNs

iPSCs He Al MNs (193 72 AT LA 23 18 A B B
S — BB i ) iPSCs TR N S IAS [6] 19 /N 73
TR FHURA ( embryoidbody , EB ) &% 1 22 B B 46 FE 45
¥J ( neural rosette ), B ## 22 Fif /K 4 il ( neural
precursor cells, NPCs) ; 5% — [ B i ¥ i 2 K+
AR NPCs 0B A MNs X — i 2 5 BB T RA
1 R v Ak AT SHH [ E AL,

Santos %5 N\ 7E EB BiFR M BEAUER 1 ~7 RIR
JNT SB431542 I DM, BfJS fERG 2148 5 ~ 24 KiR
B RA Fl SAGL. 3 (43 S il 2850 1) R O A i
16) 5 24 KL PR A0 MR H B T MNs B 5 5
AR 2 d 5 AR B 2257 245 1 MNs, F2Ab0R
H15% ~25% .,

Shimojo % A 7E 2 {7 1 1 HT GSK-38 #1114
SR SMAD il 551, FH A0 1) 248 1L 0 1 02 a2 240 i
BB, — A N A3 23R PAXG FIl SOXT &
K NPCs, Fifi J5 . HH RA il purmorphamine 1% ft
SHH 155 3 % LA 3 NPCs (19 434 R 58 , 93 JE Y
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A {53 F 3k HBO Ml ISL-1 ) MNs, 2 J5 7Ef2 iF MNs
AR R SRS R R 4 J8, W] LIS 2 A MNs,,

iPSCs $EARLEN H I 19 JRy B 32 ZEAR B AE — A~
T — i T R A e R AR (— M 3 ~ 4
Ji); R AR (— K 0.001% ~
0.01% ) 5 =& R N A9 22 4 ke, A ) fIE 44
A G ISR EE KB 95 2 200 T BECKe 1 U5 R K]
HE T A BE PR A v S BOHE R 20 B K A R P R
Ag AN, C-MYC F1 KLF4 25U 34, H I iPSCs
AR LA, 7 AR F SR i v B
it — 2P

2 BAHEMERERINE LA MNs

YA B AR S — NI R IR T PAX6 , XA
FER A 23 52 M i i & B R T 2T B kG,
TTTBfLA gt 5 PR et DR ki 2 )22 4 3 1 it 28 Je o 44
MuE e 2 o6t Ik & BSCEAN  AY 43 Aotk
AOETTI Y, R i ik i S P F SO N4
D7 R AT AR SRS X Rh i R o A M LR A
2.1 H4AgFARREFHITEEREL

20 22 80 4E4R, Davis 25 A0 1 U H FH B — 3%
SR MYOD (75 N 5P LA A 53 1 ot 7% v i B 22
VEFHII R T) K MEFs #5469 WILZR L, 25 40 3 2T
FEALHAR M R S ok T &, Bl 5 F o8 # AT Rl
BRI T — e (0 s -

Vierbuchen g:f)\m] T 19 e &
B R AR A RS B AN BB ET 4 4
i, BT A5 210175 5 1 # 22 5T (induced neuronal cells,
iNs) . B J5, A 08 /0 e s R 850, At ] A
BRN2 MYTLI ZIC1 ,OLIG2 1 ASCL1 F.[H ¥ 2h75
B THEEE B A iNs; JE— 2 2 565F 52 BAM
(BRN2, ASCL1, MYTLI) 5 BAZ ( BRN2, ASCLI .
ZIC1) =H T 15 8 2 R L LR F i 2 ~3
i, H BAM =P R BRIt BAZ =+
HAWE WAL S I aeRe . (Hiz L%
BRI P2 ICIF RS, 2245 81 MNs 0 75 228 i
G SR TR B SE R A

Son ZE N Se Pk ik 4 MNs ki B bl E
FAEH B 8 i 5 I (SOX1, PAX6 . NKX6. 1,
OLIG2 NGN2 .LHX3 .ISL1 \HB9) , LA & | i& BAM =
K7, S 5 Bt A F BAM =K 71 8 Fh MNs 44k
7, 5 35 i MEFs EL#EA5 2] MNs, 117 565 1
X 11 FPAFRENS S MNs,, il id % —HEG: , &

FE T P TFEEARIA R (BAM =P Fhn | LHX3 | ISL1 .
NGN2 1 HB9 PUFpiE S H F)  FE AR AT 35 5% ~
10% , FERLIERE 13548 i NEUROD1 , 5t Al % A K
2 A 20 B Ak MNs

Zhang %5 NV # Bk 8 Fh#E SR T (L4
NEUROD1 ) # A SMA 85 1) iU 2T 2 40 i ] 45 21 28
TSR MNs, FE Y45 5 43 K, B84 A MU mT A
MNs PR ISL1 .CHAT F1 HB9, 7S5 | 1F %
X REALF SMA 2 (1) B A AR 43 i 02 5.5% N
5.8% MHZEAK, HEXIAAH L, SMA 4115 2] 1Y
P2 MNs(iMNs) 745 45 ~ 48 KA 5B 14 K
R R, 60 d S5 2T B R Ak, B W
Wb, X S50 SMA B I R FRIAR— 2L, IE
ST SMA B &AM BB 5 iz s i 2 00 3 A OG
PRI iMNs AT 1k SMA &3 AL T 5 F1 24 90 i 1E 1)
YHIBIAY
2.2 BAEMANDFMEZEFHITEERL

T Bl R G S R 7 I G AR SR BAIG, W 9
BV FHRA B /I 71 iR 48 m AR
Liu 28 N0 B ek i 7 Fh5 2800 & & R 16 AR O
BN S K G 5 S R NGN2 B il i 27
AN (human fetal lung fibroblasts , HFLFs ) 5% 1k i
FZ 0, 45 AF 52 FSK FI DM figfdi NGN2 ¥ HFLFs
RIEAR B MNs, AER FH T A RN B4 5 ik
BCET AE A0 AL, R AT 28 0 I RCR ARG, B8 % 5% A
F SOX11 /N F FGF2 , JF¥ B 3R [l i 4 d #E R
F10 d, (88 EF RS LI ERCR (5 21 K
20.3% ~57.2% F235 TUJL) , 5 8 i FH 5% ¢ K1
AHELIE ST 4 ~ 10 F5 . (EE 7 a8 3% i TR] A XA
53] 1) JEG BE # 28 JC AN 2635 ISLL Al LHX3 3 7 Fif
XFF MNs & & AEH EE AR E M, Lin 55 AP 13
il X H#EAR NGN2  SOX11 ISL1 1 LHX3 #9187
BEERARIERYY ALS 3 1 B K U 2T 4 40 A, T 75 m /s
/¥ FSK DM F1 FGF2 , i35 3] ALS Hi# 1% iMNs,
Xl iMNs AR 24 — i MINs (1% 41 it e A 24
PR AEAEE RIOE | LA 45 /0N 36 30 BE B AIG, T8k TE B
A NLAE S, T 25 W) 0 e S0 0, 45 2R e B/ 4y
TH1J5T kenpaullone 7] L ki 41 i AR 28 1) S AR K
PR REIR N, I BEAF 1 28 o0 1 24 B ks T 1B 3,
5 BB i 8 1 b 28 UL PR 422 Sk Fn A5 ) UL IR iz 30 1Y
HEJT .
2.3 BafBANGFHITEERL

I P AR Ay A1 U5 5L PR R A7 40 b B e A7 e S
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PRI 5 58RI A B R BRAR /N3 1 o i 43 AR
e s TR T BEAS 32 e A MO B A R A b I S
FIF/INY T-1E & SC B A0 M B3 Ak

Li 202200 ko ali B F /N 5 T8 3¢ forskolin |
ISX9 .CHIR99021 1 I-BET151 #£47 /N B £F 4 241 fifd
AL, N AS 2 IR iR #h 22 TR B JF RER 15 TUJL
(RIZIHE , AL SCR KT 90% |, 3 Fl B4l [ FH AL 224
[t Ak A 3 1 A 28 J0 B A 44 AL 2RI T Rl 42T
( chemical-induced neurons) , I 77 {8 T /E fids
AL, T JRE G5 2 AT R 10 S g S L A
SR VRN R S — Tl 1 A4 S A L 45 2 Ak i
FEIERE

BEAERE /N UL AR AN B AR S D He % A A iNs B
iMNs [ 52560 22 5% FH BAM 3¢ =Bl 5 7 1 A B
LT YA M TT BTSN I NGN2 , I HLIK A R /43
TSR AR R B R T LAl R SR A T
BCET 4 240 i B2 43 A6 iMNs 19 J7 A T &l
iPSCs 3 — H AR A A Ul e AL I ] BT, B3 B vy,
LI PRIV AR B, PR Sy i 7% A 20 i 19 7 oK
TR, TR IMNs Joik AT 20 2G5, B DL A BE
o7 P A 4 P S A B R] I 0 2% O 1l 2T
0 f e A i RT DA RIS B H AT Z B8 Y NSCs, -
He Ht—2 0044 MNs,

3 BEFZEMELE NSCs iX—H BN 7414 4 MNs

H AT INSCs (197 ik R 2A WA . Hi%A S
DO k. S S5 U= TE U 20 e N
A NSCs ik myFEe £, 5% AL H microRNA 45 H:
/Ny B 215 5] INSCs ; 18] 3475 5 1 st S AE AR 41
Ji R 4 A R iPSCs A i R P ACAR 15 S 3R, £ H AR
S iNSCs.,

3.1 BEEES®

Zhu % NPV OCTa A B A A8301
CHIR99021 .NAB LPA _rolipram F1 SP600125 i 314+
N EF 4 240 M 5 = AR fiE 6 ik PAX6, NESTIN Fl
SOX1 281z AL bR 11 INSCs, 4 J& J5 Al 431k
AR 2T, BAR B /N BUIR A, TC IR e A

Zhao %5Fl1 Capetian A BRI LT OCT3/4
SOX2 KLF4 L-MYC LIN28 Fi] pS3 3k K F ik 11
T RNA 55 AfgRR N KRR T A A N FE 5
M2 EFE AT bFGF \EGF Fl FGF4 (4% € 20k
FeHErh R 30 d 5155 iNSCs,,

3.2 EEFESE

FE iPSCs 1Y 175 5 . 10 ol A8 o5 3 PR B, L )
NSCs J7 ] & J& B AT [0] 4% 3545 iNSCs,, Lu 5 A2 H
#EA Yamanaka DU TRl 5 RNA J 858G A RLEF
g R e SR RN = B (RS R KNS
(leukemia inhibitory factor, LIF) ( —7#1 5 22 Ff 4l ffd %)
HAHE 43 Ak AH OC 1) 2 T RE 40 i B T-) L SB431542 Al
CHIR99021 /N3 T Y 5% 14 B 7% 5 v K5 3%, v] 45 %]
LIF ##6i44: iNSCs ( LIF dependent-iNSCs, LD-iNSCs )
{FL 200 B 1% P 28 43 A Vs BB T S A R P B SR TR - R
SEAFTEA T LSy, B ML (> 20 10) 8 W
eI RE

Miura 5 N7 B FH# 45 OCT4 , KLF4 . SOX2 |
L-MYCHI NANOG X ToFp 3 R 12 55 B e N T8
N IR B8 £F 4 Ak 355 57 40 I ( endometrial fibrotic stromal
cells) , ¥4 H % T &4 LIF A1 2i ( MEK1/MEK2 1]
#1771 PD0325901 HI GSK-3B #i15] CHIR99021 ) )
Bigp s qk 285 3%, nT A5 2]\ LD-iNSCs, # (b 30%
KR 0.01% ~0.03% , 1533 LD-iNSCs 7] 4k &L
A3AE A MNs | 22 i RE A 28 00 | 2 0 I Jo 44 i An /b
R BT, T RETER A1 100 1RLL L,

JRUAE T 4 i R] S S AT A A A Ak
A iNSCs 5 R REHE I MNs Wit | 9k #h B35 L 1)
B R SO0 B A R 2%, AR AR X AR,
I FH I B R A AEAE 28 Ak I R, DR e 28 07 A0
FEots . AN o1k b T B /NG 9 o B A Y
LR,

4 TFEEK MRS

1 2006 4F Yamanaka 25 A\ & ¥R F H MEFs 15
| iPSCs LIk , 20 At 75 G A H AR 20 i D4, 4% [ 22 3
ARG IR 5% S B F e AR A8 R BS 37 2 1R 55
BT TR G, AR SC R BN T AT 4k 20
HMGARAT ) MNs 19 = 2073, Jovh fy 2T 48 40 it A
HNE ) IH B AE B 2 00 1Y AL AR e m ol s
95% ", X ELRSME RN Y MNs AL HEFH T2 3
ZLIuIR M RIRTT , 1 T T80 A& L A F 5
IELTLY/ ) i

H RSk A — b ] 5 B4k e f 58, — 3k
PRI BE . R4S E 56 PR 3 A 3R I A B R 3, A ot
T MG 2 4 | fH LR AL BRI e T 3 3 A 3k ik
FAIC(BE mRNA #b) T SO anfal i AR 3L g &
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Table 1

R A BTN T AR

Small molecules and their functions during cell differentiation

AN 7

Small molecules

ke

Functions

Forskolin ( FSK)
B R
Retinoic acid (RA)

Valproic acid ( VPA)

My Mg 2 A
Trichostatin A ( TSA)

SB431542 (SB)

Dorsomorphin (DM)

Isoxazole 9 (ISX9)

CHIR99021 (CHIR)

4L cAMP H PKA 3
Activating cAMP and PKA pathways
{54k RA 5 5 %
Activating RA signal pathway
M4 HDAC F1 GSK3B, i1k Notch-1
Inhibiting HDAC and GSK3B, and activating Notch-1
ik HDAC
Inhibiting HDAC
JHfil TGF-BR 1 Activin/TGF-B/SMAD {5538 4%
Inhibiting TGF-BR and Activin/TGF-B/SMAD signal pathways
i BMP I BMP/SMAD {558 #%
Inhibiting BMP and BMP/SMAD signal pathways
P kPR 2 HT A A0 31
Promoting differentiation of neural precursor cells
GSK3 B ZZ A I £ A4 i 1
A selective inhibitor of GSK3f receptor
BET 25 11 Z & i) B e 2 P 161 )

I-BET151
A new type of selective inhibitor of BET protein family
SF- il
AS301 TGF-B EUEiEY)
An inhibitor of TGF-B
THREH HDAC #1149
Sodium butyrate ( NaB) An inhibitor of HDAC
ML BEAR R BRASRTLEY, nTfe ot A A 23222
Lysophosphatidic acid ( LPA) Phospholipid derivative to promote cell division
Roli PDE4 4| #)
onpram An inhibitor of PDE4
K !
SP600125 INK 01411

An inhibitor of JNK

BRI BRI B, — /Ny T R e B, R
SR/ T SO T HE G AR RO BE R i e AL
ERZH0/IN Gy 176 o 4 o 3 R v 00 2 5 2 ) A
FIBLHIF AT AE , AN [ (9 /0505 1] R 2 A0 R i
HRPN FE T, DT I R IO, L 32 B BR 4]
O JH FR) B € 58 | % 5 A () | P [+) 288 1oz 26 7 1 4R
LHZHINIE . B, FIH B B R 40 (A5 73
e sz st 2o TARE LERHARIRA
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